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Commissioner for Patents 

Applicant has not complied with one or more conditions for receiving the benefit of an earlier filing date under 35 U.S.C. 1 19. 
Applicants have argued that they are entitled to the benefit of the filing date of April 29, 1998 based on the disclosure that the claimed 
protein is a novel synaptogyrin protein which is a synaptic vesicle protein that is ubiquitously expressed in the nervous system in U. S. 
Provisional Application No. 60/083, 392 (see page 14). Although, the provisional application identified the instant invention to be a 
"novel synaptogyrin protein" based on homology, it did not disclose a patentable utility and is not enabling under 35 USC 1 12, as 
required under 1 19(e). However, Applicants have also argument that they are entitled to the benefit of the filing date of March 8, 1999 
based on the disclosure amplification data in PCT/US99/05028 (see page 14) is found to be persuassive. Therefore, the filing date of 
8 March 1999 is considered as the priority date. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should be directed to Jegatheesan 
Seharaseyon whose telephone number is 571-272-0892. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F: 8:30-4:30. 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Brenda Brumback can be reached on 571- 
272-0961. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. 
Status information for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR Status information for 
unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 
866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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